February 26, 2021

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues
in the House join me in recognizing Bill and
Jane Fox. Together, they have made a tre-
mendous impact in our region through their
business and efforts to give back to the com-
munity. | wish them both the best in their re-
tirements.

——————
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IOWAN OF THE WEEK
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Mrs. AXNE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
recognize an outstanding member of our com-
munity, Olivia Samples, by nominating her as
our lowan of the week. Olivia is a certified
doula and small business owner, focused on
providing quality services to families as they
prepare for prenatal, childbirth and postnatal
care. Three years ago, Olivia read an article
about the maternal health crisis and felt a
deep calling to put her skills to good use.
While lowa has amongst some of the lowest
stillbirth rates in the country, Black people are
twice as likely to experience stillbirth than the
general population. To put that into perspec-
tive, 1 in 121 Black people will experience a
stillbirth as compared to the 1 out of 234 white
people. The mortality rate is unfortunately just
the tip of the iceberg when it comes to birthing
and new parenting issues that face lowa’s
Black community. These stats along with the
lower quality prenatal care that was being pro-
vided to Black women in the community in-
spired Olivia to become lowa’s first Black
doula.

Olivia leads her business, Kismet Doula
Services, with the mission to cultivate collec-
tive care and liberation to her clients through
providing them a safe, loving environment to
ensure they can become and remain healthy
and well. Her services include prenatal, child-
birth, lactation consultation and postnatal sup-
port for her clients. However, Olivia goes
above and beyond for her clients, going as far
as to help with laundry, prepare meals for
them and secure funds for those who need
assistance purchasing necessary items for
postnatal care and parenthood. She strives to
make sure her services are accessible to all
by providing mutual aid options, free services
through certain organizations and will even
barter or trade with her clients.

Beyond providing direct support to her cli-
ents, Olivia also organizes workshops and
partners with several community organiza-
tions. In her first few years as a doula, she re-
alized that the voices of new parents were
missing when it came time to discuss legisla-
tion that would affect their well-being. As a re-
sult, Olivia organized the Celebration of Black
Kin Conference for this April focusing on Black
maternal well-being in our community. Olivia
also gives back to the community by
partnering with the Young Women’s Resource
Center to provide free doula services as well
as the lowa Queer Communities of Color Coa-
lition to ensure all types of families are able to
receive the quality pre and postnatal services
they deserve.

Olivia jumps in headfirst to solve the prob-
lem and gives it her all. The success of her
business and the high praise from her commu-
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nity reflect the significant impact she has had
on the lives of pregnant people in lowa. That’s
why | would like my colleagues to rise with me
and recognize this exemplary woman, Olivia
Samples, as lowan of the Week.
—
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Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, Dr. Carolyn
Pass was born in Lake Wales, Florida. She
earned a B.S. in microbiology from the Univer-
sity of Florida and an M.D. from the University
of Miami. She completed an internship and
residency in internal medicine at the George
Washington University.

Her leadership spans more than 35 years
beginning with serving as the president of the
Minority PreProfessional Association at UF. As
a medical student, she was a student health
policy mentee in the late Senator Edward M.
Kennedy’s office. Also, she served as presi-
dent and regional council member of the Stu-
dent National Medical Association. In her sen-
ior year she was awarded the highest honor
bestowed at the University of Miami by being
inducted into Iron Arrow Honor Society.

Dr. Pass’ dedication to community began in
2001 when she opened her primary care prac-
tice in Lake Wales. Before going into solo
practice, she suffered from congestive heart
failure and recuperated at home for 18 months
after giving birth to her third child.

Her dedication to providing quality care to
her patients continued to flourish as she rose
through the ranks of leadership at Advent
Health Lake Wales. While on staff for the past
20 years, she’s served on every committee
and has been elected three times as chairman
of medicine. Currently, she is serving as the
first Black female chief of staff.

Dr. Pass’ specialties include internal medi-
cine, wound care and hyperbaric medicine.

Her passions are her three lovely children.
Alexandra is a graduate student, and Nicholas
and Christian are in college.

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF MR.
RUSS THYRET

HON. TED LIEU

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 26, 2021

Mr. LIEU. Madam Speaker, | rise to cele-
brate the life of Mr. Russ Thyret, who passed
away at the age of 76 on February 12, 2021
at his home in Valley Village, California. Over
the course of thirty years, Russ rose through
the ranks at Warner Bros. Records culmi-
nating in his serving as the Burbank-based la-
bel's Board Chairman and Chief Executive Of-
ficer from 1995 to 2001. His wife, Rebecca,
said that Russ’ message for his Warner family
and for all who he had known over the years,
“he wants us all to be happy and to be good
to each other.”

Mr. Thyret, the son of a Glendale, California
policeman, began his career in the music in-
dustry managing an independent retail store
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on the Sunset Strip. He joined Warner Bros.
Records shortly thereafter, working at the
company’s Burbank home office in a national
sales role during the time Warner/Elektra/At-
lantic (WEA) Corporation opened branch oper-
ations throughout the country. In the mid-70s,
Russ was selected to serve as Vice President
and Director of National Promotion during the
time Warner Bros. dominated the charts and
became the dominant record company on the
West Coast.

Russ was named Board Chairman at War-
ner Bros. after a period of uncertainty after the
departure of several senior executives. He
sought to strengthen the record label with his
unique business strategy and his undying pas-
sion for music. During his years heading the
company’s promotion department, Russ led a
small army of promotional personnel who
worked to ensure records were played on the
air on local, national, and international air-
waves. Mr. Thyret and his staff delivered
countless hits by legendary artists such as:
Fleetwood Mac, the Doobie Brothers, Randy
Newman, James Taylor, Alice Cooper, Chaka
Khan, R.E.M., ZZ Top, Depeche Mode, k.d.
lang, John Fogerty, Madonna, and Prince.

“Thyret was a man of great instinct and
heart,” as stated by Jackie Sallow with Warner
Records. Russ will always be remembered for
his personable spirit, tenacious mindset, and
kind heart. In 2001, Mr. Thyret ended his ten-
ure after the completion of the AOL Time War-
ner merger. He summed up his time with the
company stating, “My strongest ambition has
always been to serve the artists well, and |
leave Warner Bros. hoping | have accom-
plished that. | was in awe of Warner Bros.
Records the first day | walked in the door, and
in so many ways, | leave even more in awe.
It will forever be a magical memory.”

Mr. Russ Thyret will also be remembered
for his love of his family, horses, fishing, and
his great Labrador Retriever. He is survived by
his wife Rebecca Alvarez and his son Russ
Thyre, Jr.
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Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to celebrate the life of a trail-
blazer in the Western New York legal commu-
nity, Judge Hugh B. Scott. Judge Scott pos-
sessed a great legal mind and he will be sore-
ly missed by all those who loved and re-
spected him.

Judge Hugh B. Scott defied societal atti-
tudes meant to restrict him and other African
Americans to become the first Black federal
judge in Western New York history. After he
graduated as one of just three Black members
of the Sweet Home High School class of
1967, Judge Scott attended Niagara University
and the University at Buffalo law school, once
again as one of the few Black graduates, to
make local legal history.

Judge Scott made history as the first African
American federal prosecutor and head of the
state attorney general’s office in Buffalo. He
served as a City Court judge for a decade be-
fore becoming the first Black federal judge in
Western New York history in 1994.
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